
Destination Data & Alumni  

Share best practice with fellow 
Career Leaders who have successfully 
mastered the difficult task of keeping 
in contact with Alumni and how this 

can impact the collection of 
destinations data. 



What fields should be included on a destinations data 

capture sheet?

There are 13…you have 90 seconds to list them all!

Starter Activity



Compass Tracking

You can keep track of your students interests and destinations via 

Compass+ by clicking the tab below once on the students individual page. 



Alumni data field

New field added to the bottom of the “Interests and Destinations” tab



How do we overcome the barrier 

of students not giving consent to 

track destinations? 



Tracking destinations

1. Intentions – talk to students, find out a clear plan of where they 

intend to go after they leave school

2. Data sharing agreement – ensure you have the right data sharing 

partnerships in place with your local authority and post-secondary 

institutions

3. Follow-up – actively follow up any students who are missing from 

your data (phone call to home or reported destination)

4. Triangulation – triangulate your data with that reported by the DfE 

and think about why there are any discrepancies 

5. …



Dialogue with alumni

Stages 1-4 describe how you gather the first destination of 

your students. This is great…but only tells us a small part 

about what happens in their career journeys. 

There is clear value in building a long-term dialogue with 

your alumni and trying to keep as many of them 

connected to your school as possible.



Benefits of building a strong 
alumni network 

• Increasing your understanding of student destinations

• More accurate data records

• Gives you access to a ready-made network of working 

people who can return to your school or college to 

provide employer encounters



• https://baines.lancs.sch.uk/baines-alumni/

Examples…

https://baines.lancs.sch.uk/baines-alumni/


• https://e-voice.org.uk/bainesalumni/

https://e-voice.org.uk/bainesalumni/


Alumni Enterprise Advisers

“I have recently become an EA at the high school that I previously 

attended. I grew up in the local area to my high school and I didn’t really 

know or understand the opportunities that were available in the 

surrounding areas; looking back I don’t remember spending significant 

time thinking about my future career. As a STEM ambassador and an 

active volunteer for my companies outreach program I am passionate 

about working in the local community to not only promote careers and 

women in STEM but to help students understand what potential careers 

can be found right on their doorstep.”



Discuss in your groups, other ways to engage and encourage 

communication with alumni

5 mins to discuss

1 min per group to feedback 

Activity 1



• https://baines.lancs.sch.uk/baines-alumni/

How can past students get in contact?

https://baines.lancs.sch.uk/baines-alumni/


• https://www.penworthamgirls.lancs.sch.uk/friends-of-pghs-careers-directory/

How can past students get in contact?

https://www.penworthamgirls.lancs.sch.uk/friends-of-pghs-careers-directory/


Discuss how Social Media can contribute to building and 

maintaining contact with alumni

Activity 2

5 mins to discuss

1 min per group to feedback 



Celebrate your former students on social media!

#formerpupiloftheweek



• https://www.penworthamgirls.lancs.sch.uk/about-pghs/alumnae/

Example of how to use your website

https://www.penworthamgirls.lancs.sch.uk/about-pghs/alumnae/


Top take-aways!

• Log destinations data and alumni contact details on 

Compass+

• Use your destinations data and consent forms to 

build a strong network of alumni

• Maintain connections by celebrating your former 

pupils on websites and social media

• Introduce students to the idea of alumni earlier on


